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Weather 


8 A.M.: 62° 
2 P.M.: 76° 
5 BM.: 74° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ THE WOMAN who 
was killed in a down- 
town apartment build- 
ing in 2015 probably had 
the life literally 
squeezed from her by 
her killer, an Orange 
County medical examin- 
er testifies in court. B1 


© A FLORIDA DAIRY 
that supplies Publix is 
accused of severely 
abusing cows, with the 
release of an undercover 
video that appears to 
show cows living in 
appalling conditions in 
Okeechobee County. B2 


© ORLANDO 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT expects its 
Thanksgiving travel to 
increase 9 percent over 
last year. B2 


NATION & WORLD 
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© DEMOCRAT SEN. AL 
FRANKEN (above) apol- 
ogizes after being ac- 
cused of kissing and 
groping a Los Angeles 
radio show anchor. A3 


@ EMBATTLED 
ALABAMA REPUBLICAN 
Roy Moore ignores calls 
to abandon his Senate 
campaign and presses 
ahead with attempts 
both public and private 
to intimidate his female 
accusers and, of course, 
the media. A6 


BUSINESS 

@ GOOD NEWS AND 
BAD NEWS on the local 
tourism front. First, the 
IAAPA tourism trade 
group is now in Orlando 
to stay. A10 


© BUT MEANWHILE, in 
a restructuring move, 
Disney lays off 145 em- 
ployees. A10 


SPORTS 

© A DISAPPOINTING 
ROAD TRIP puts more 
pressure on the Magic to 
get back to their win- 
ning ways, starting Sat- 
urday against Utah. C1 


TOP STORY 


School loses vouchers 
after owner is arrested 


Sexual battery charges 
lead to scholarship cut 


By BETH KASSAB, LESLIE 
POSTAL AND ANNIE MARTIN 
Staff Writers 


The Department of Education 
on Thursday revoked schol- 
arships from a small Kissimmee 
private school just three months 
after it opened because its 
20-year-old owner was arrested 
on charges of sexual battery on a 
12-year-old former student at an- 


other school. 

The department said it was 
pulling Grace Excellence Acade- 
my’s scholarships — which are 
for children with special needs or 
those from low-income families 
— after the Orlando Sentinel re- 
ported Domynik Lewis’ Nov. 1 ar- 
rest. 

Domynik Lewis opened Grace 
Excellence with his mother, 


E The Sentinel’s “Schools Without Rules” series takes 
a closer look at Florida’s scholarship programs, which 
will send nearly $1 billion to private schools this year. 
Read more at OrlandoSentinel.com. 


Adrienne Lewis, as its principal 
in August, five months after the 
department of education told an- 
other private school, Esther’s 
School of Kissimmee — where 
both Lewises worked — that 
Adrienne Lewis did not pass a 
criminal background screening. 
It ordered the school 


Please turn to SCHOOL, A4 


EXTENSIVE DAMAGE AFTER HURRICANE IRMA 
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STEPHEN HUDAK/STAFF 


The gates to the Lake Apopka Wildlife Trail, a drive-through loop featuring big alligators, a menagerie of 
bird species and other natural wonders, are closed and chained shut. 


Lake Apopka Wildlife D 


Jeanne Merrill’s shoulders slumped as she pulled 
up to the shuttered entrance of the Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive with an SUV filled with vacationing 
New Englanders eager to see alligators in their natural 


habitat. 


The gates were locked. A sign zip-tied to the chain- 
link fence read “Property CLOSED until further notice 
due to extensive hurricane damage and safety con- 


cerns.” 


The I-mile drive along Lake Apopka’s north shore 
has been shut down since mid-September, when Hur- 
ricane Irma caused a levee to breach, bowled over 
trees and flooded nearly three-quarters of the 20,000 
publicly owned acres that are lush with birds, reptiles 


and other wildlife. 


“We had to bring Ian to see alligators,” Merrill’s 
brother-in-law Ross Therrien said of his 6-year-old 
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COURTESY OF ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT 
Repairs are underway in areas of the St. Johns 


River Water Management District’s Lake 


Apopka North 


Shore that Irma damaged. 


House tax 
plan passes, 
setting up 
showdown 


By Lisa MASCARO 
AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — House 
Republicans approved their 
sweeping tax-cut package 
Thursday, setting up a show- 
down with the Senate, where 
Republicans are struggling to 
win support for their own sig- 
nificantly different approach. 

Senate GOP leaders, after 
making some revisions earlier 
this week, are facing mounting 
dissent and criticism that their 
tax plan favors corporations 
and the wealthy. An analysis by 
Congress’ bipartisan tax ex- 
perts on Thursday concluded 
the Senate plan would raise 
taxes for some of the poorest 
Americans by 2021. 

House Republicans had an 
easier time, passing their mea- 
sure by a vote of 227-205, 
though 13 Republicans voted 
no. 

Republicans hope to send a 
compromise bill to President 
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Puerto Rican 
influx worries 


health leaders 


By NASEEM S. MILLER 
Staff Writer 


Dr. Amaryllis Sanchez’s last 
patient Nov. 10 was an elderly 
man who had lost everything 
back home in Puerto Rico, now 
living alone here in a hotel 
room and in need of medical 
care. 

“I know I’m going to cry in 
the car all the way home,” said 
the teary-eyed Sanchez, who 
grew up on the island and has 
been a longtime volunteer pri- 
mary care physician at Grace 
Medical Home, a free and char- 
itable clinic in Orlando. 

The clinic’s patients are typi- 
cally low-income and unin- 
sured Orange County resi- 
dents, but for the past two 
weeks, the staff has been dedi- 
cating Friday mornings to the 
care of displaced Puerto Rican 
patients who suddenly find 
themselves without jobs and 
health insurance here. 


Please turn to HEALTH, A7 


Cops: Lake Minneola High student shot self with stolen gun 


By JASON RUITER 
Staff Writer 


Seth Sutherland, 17, suffered 
from depression for four years 
and had “finally just come to my 
breaking point” he wrote in a 
two-page handwritten note he 
left at home before going Tues- 


E Information on the warning signs of suicide and how to help, A9 


day to Lake Minneola High 
School and fatally shooting him- 
self. 

“I don’t want anybody to think 
this was anyone’s fault. I love 
each one of you so much,” Seth 
wrote in the note, which was 


Voices & Opinion 


@ MATTHEW J. PALM: Opera Orlando at best with “La Bohème” A2 
@ THE FRONT BURNER: What’s ahead for affordable housing? A12 
@ NATIONAL VIEW: Expand child-care tax credit in tax reform. A13 
@ Ask Amy: Student asks how to make move, stay professional. B5 
@ GEORGE Diaz: NASCAR rivals Busch, Harvick forge truce. Cl 


released Thursday by the Lake 


County Sheriff’s Office. 


On Tuesday, Seth rode the bus 
to school with a stolen Glock and 


an extra ammunition clip in his 
book bag, the Sheriff’s Office 
said. Then he met in the court- 


yard with friends, who later told 
deputies Seth was “in a good 
mood,” Lt. John Herrell said. 
But a short time later, about 8 
a.m., he killed himself in the bus 
loop just before a scheduled fire 
drill, causing fear and panic at 
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What To Do Today 


FLIP THE SCRIPT 


Calendar takes you behind productions big and small. Get a look at 
Winter Park Playhouse’s staging of the two-person musical “Daddy 
Long Legs” and the young filmmakers of Enzian’s festival for short 
films. Plus, check out which movie earned four stars (Hint: It wasn’t 
“Justice League”), movie listings and more. INSIDE 


LA dr. phillips 
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Flovida Blue 
JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA 


WITH WYNTON MARSALIS presents 
BIG BAND HOLIDAYS 


with special guests Catherine Russell and Kenny Washington 


SUNDAY AT 8 P.M. DECEMBER 3 
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